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ITHACA COLLEGE 
SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
VISITING ARTISTS SERIES 2008-9 
Stephen Pollock, tenor saxophone 
Suzanne Polak, piano 
Hockett Family Recital Hall 
Wednesday, October 22, 2008 
8:15 p.m. 
T 
Songs of the Heart 
Danny Boy (Londonderry Air)* 
Oblivion 
Incantation and Ritual 
Sonata: When Mountains Rising* 
Past Singing Springs 
Lover's Lament* 
Cafe Songs* 
A Mountain Dream 
"Ich binder Welt abhanden gekommen" 
Milonga Del Angel 
Three American Songs of Love 
A Time for Love 
When I Fall in Love 
My One and Only Love 
Traditional 
Arranged by Haynes 
Astor Piazz . , 
(1921-1992) 
Arranged by Pilzer 
Dana Wilson 
(b. 1946) 
Sherwood Shaffer 
(b. 1936) 
Thomas Massella 
(b. 1952) 
Suzanne Polak 
(b. 1978) 
Stephen Pollock 
(b. 1958 
Gustav Mahler 
(1860-1911) 
Arranged by Pollock 
Astor Piazzolla 
(1921-1992) 
Arranged by Hamuy 
' 
Arranged by Ron Rudkin 
Mandel 
Young and Heyman 
Mellin and Wood 
Stephen Pollock plays exclusively on Cannonball Saxophones 
and endorses Rico "Grand Concert Select" reeds. 
www.stephen-pollock.com 
*written or arranged for Mr. Pollock 
To receive occasional emails from the School of Music about upcoming concerts, 
send an email with your name and address to: concerts@ithaca.edu 
Photographic, video, and sound recording and/ or transmitting devices are not permitted 
in the Whalen Center concert halls. Please tum off all cell phone ringtones. 
. ~ 
Stephen Pollock is the tenor saxophonist and a founding member of 
the New Century Saxophone Quartet. He was born in Wurtzburg, 
Germany and grew up in various cities in the United States and 
abroad. The son of an Army Chaplin with a wonderful singing voice, 
and a mother who was a professional artist, Stephen grew up in a 
very creative and ROSitive environm~nt where he was always 
,encouraged to follow his heart and chase his dreams . 
He received his Bachelor and Master of Music degrees from the North 
Carolina School of the Arts where he studied with Concert 
Saxophonist, James Houlik. Since then, he has performed as Principal 
Saxophonist with the Western Piedmont, Salisbury, Winston-Salem, 
Greensboro, Charlotte, North Carolina, Charleston South Carolina, 
and the Tanglewood Massachusetts Festival Symphonies. As a solo 
recitalist Mr. Pollock has been heard throughout the United States 
including performances at Wake Forest University, ·the Hartt School 
of Music of the University of Hartford, the University of Michigan, 
the University of South Carolina, Samford University in 
Birmingham, Louisiana State University, University of Memphis, 
Florida State University, University of Florida, and the Cleveland 
Institute of Music to name but a few. He has also appeared with 
entertainers such as Steve Allen, Helen Reddy, Marvin Hamlisch, 
Boots Randolph, Natalie Cole and Branford Marsalis. 
Stephen has always felt most at home playing chamber music. The 
New Century Saxophone Quartet is the only ensemble of its kind to 
ever win first prize at the Concert Artists Guild New York 
Competition. In it's over 20-year existence the Quartet has toured 
extensively throughout the United States, Asia and Europe. Some 
highlights include performances at Ambassador Auditorium in Los 
Angeles, Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, School of the Arts in Hong 
Kong, New York's Carnegie Hall as well as a command performance 
at the White House for the President. To date New Century has 
released six CDs and will record it's seventh in the fall of 2007. 
Along with serving as the saxophone judge for the North Carolina 
Governor's School from 1994 to 1999, Pollock was asked to judge 
saxophones and chamber music for the 2004 MTNA Midwest College 
Level Competition at the Oberlin Conservatory in Oberlin, Ohio. 
Pollock has also been very committed to increasing the solo 
literature for the tenor saxophone and has commissioned several 
works from a number of composers, including Sherwood Shaffer, 
: David Ott, Thomas Massella, Steven Jones and Glenn Haynes. 
After the release of his first solo recording "So Near, So Far" produced 
by Branford Marsalis in 2005, Stephen got right to work on his 
second CD for Alanna Records eptitled "Songs of the Heart." It's a 
recording of love songs for tenor saxophone, piano and strings with 
several guest artist including the world renowned concert 
saxophonist, James Houlik; Alanna records recording artist, Amanda 
Ford; lead trumpet player for the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra with 
Wynton Marsalis, Sean Jones; the legendary saxophonist, Boots 
Randolph; Steve's long time colleague in the New Century 
Saxophone Quartet, soprano saxophonist, Michael 
Stephenson; guitarist and producer for Alanna Records, Thomas 
Kikta; Pittsburgh jazz pianist, Craig Davis; and the wonderful 
baroque flutist and Steve's long time friend, Stephen Preston. The 
Alexander String Quartet along with Pittsburgh bassist Jeff Grubbs; 
and pianist Vahan Sargsyan once again join Stephen for this new CD 
of love songs. This recording was released on Valentines Day, 2007. 
Mr. Pollock has served on the faculties of Davidson College, the 
Community Music School of the North Carolir;ia School of the Arts, 
Catawba College, Salem College, the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte and Wake Forest University. In the summers, Mr. Pollock 
can be found in Little Switzerland, NC where he is the Coordinator 
for the James Houlik Saxophone Retreat at Wildacres. When he is 
not on the road with the New Century Saxophone Quartet or 
playing solo recitals, Mr. Pollock is the adjunct Professor of 
Saxophone as well as Saxophone Chamber Music Coach at Duquesne 
University in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania. 
Suzanne U. Polak is a versatile artist: a chamber musician, composer, 
educator, and sometime actor and vocalist. She received both a 
Masters in Composition and Theory and a Bachelor's in Piano 
Performance from Duquesne University. She remains on the 
University Accompanying Staff, and also accompanies for Saint 
Vincent College. In addition, she has performed and worked with 
members of the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra and River City Brass 
Band, and retains a position as organist for St. Peter's E & R Church. 
This year, she will appear as a soloist for Damascus High School in 
Montgomery County, Maryland, playing Gershwin's Rhapsody in Blue. 
Suzanne has fulfilled numerous music commissions, including pieces 
for members of the PSO, D.U. Red Masquers, D.U. Medieval and 
Renaissance Players, Carlow College, and fellow D.U. alums. Her 
compositions have been featured in many solo events, solo recitals, 
theatre productions, and at the International Conference of the 
Double Reed Society. Recently, she collaborated on Homeless: the 
Musical, which received two local performance runs. Her score is 
heard during the DVD-recorded performance of The Tragedy of Jane 
Shore. In addition, The Beggar's Opera was given mention for "Best 
Scores of 2001" in both the Pittsburgh Post Gazette and the City 
Paper. 
( 
Suzanne is a member of the Adjunct Faculty at CAPA: the Pittsburgh 
High School for the Creative and Performing Arts. In addition to 
being the primary piano lab instructor, she has happily accompanied 
her students at various competitions, including the Pittsburgh 
Concert Society Young Artists' Competition. She has also appeared 
twice as a concerto soloist for the CAPA Symphony Orchestra. At 
' Saint Vincent College, she is an adjunct faculty member teaching 
both private piano instruction and music theory. She also teaches at 
Hope Academy for the Music and the Arts, based at East Liberty 
Presbyterian Church, and is the director of Voices of Hope, which is 
Hope Academy's choir comprised of singers from ages five to 
eighteen. Also for the Academy, she teaches private voice and piano 
and is a Musical Theatre Voice and Acting Instructor. During spring 
showtime, she turns into Music Director and Accompanist. 
Suzanne has acted with both Carlow College and the Summer 
Company. Her favorite role was "Olga", the crazed Russian pianist, 
in Stage Door. For the D.U. Contemporary Ensemble, she has 
premiered solo acting pieces, including David Del Tredici's Dracula, 
which required her to sing a semi-operatic score. In her senior year 
at D.U., she was a member of the D.U. Chamber Singers. She also 
appeared and/or music directed for numerous musicals at Carlow 
College and for the D.U. Red Masquers and Spotlight. Among them: 
Lady In the Dark, On the Twentieth Century, The Mystery of Edwin 
' Drood, Ernest in Love, Into the Woods, and Godspell. 
In addition, she hates bios. The perfect bio to Suzanne would read 
thusly, "If you want to know more about Suzanne U. Polak, take her 
out to dinner. She will be more than happy to talk to you!" 
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Concert Calendar 
Faculty Recital: Harold Reynolds, trombone 
Master Class: Paul Sperry, tenor 
Master Class: Paul Sperry, tenor 
Master Class: fames Elmes, violin 
Lecture "Art Song Composition": Paul Spery ,tenor 
The Louis K. Thaler Concert Violinist Series 
Guest Recital: fames Ehnes, violin and Andrew Annstrong, piano 
Master Class: Paul Sperry, tenor 
The Robert G. Boehm/er Community Foundation Series 
Guest Lecture/Recital: Paul Sperry, tenor 
and Charis Dimaras, piano 
Master Class: Wilfred Roberts, bassoon 
Tuba Ensemble-"Octubafest"; DaVid Unland, director 
November 
5 7:00 
6 8:15 
8 7:00 
9 4:00 
10 7:00 
13 7:00 
14 8:15 
15 7:00 
17 7:00 
18 8:15 
19 8:15 
20 8:15 
Faculty Recital : Brad Hougham, baritone 
and Diane Birr, piano 
Faculty Chamber Music Recital: Ithaca Wind Quintet 
Faculty Recital: Patrice Pastore, soprano 
Faculty Recital: Deborah Lifton, soprano' 
and Charis Dimaras, piano 
Faculty Chamber Music Recital: Ithaca Brass 
Flute Ensemble; Lisa Thornton, graduate conductor 
Kulmusik Contemporary Chamber Ensemble; 
Sally Lamb, artistic director 
29•h Choral Composition Festival; closing concert 
Faculty Recital: Charis Dimaras, piano 
Trombone Troupe; Erik Kibelsbeck, conductor 
Faculty Recital; voice faculty and Kathleen Rountree, piano 
Jazz Workshop; Michael Titlebaum, musical director 
December 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
7:00 
8:15 
7:00 
8:15 
7:00 
8:15 
4:00 
7:00 
8:15 
Noon 
8:15 
.3:00 
8:15 
7:00 
8:15 
8:15 
Faculty Recital: Frank Gabriel Camp0s, trumpet 
Opera Workshop; Brian Demaris, stage/music director 
Faculty Recital: Jennifer Kay, mezzo-soprano 
and Andrea Merrill, piano 
Wind Ensemble; Dario Sotelo, Colonel Arnald Gabriel '50 HDRMU 
'89 Visiting Wind Conductor 
Piano Chamber Ensembles; Charis Dimaras, coordinator 
Symphonic Band and Concert Band; Dario Sotelo, Colonel 
Arnald Gabriel '50 HDRMU '89 Visiting Wind Conductor 
String Quartet Marathon, Part I 
String Quartet Marathon, Part II 
Jazz Workshop, Michael Titlebaum, musical director 
All-Campus Band; Richard Edwards, conductor 
Symphony Orchestra; Jeffery Meyer, conductor 
Winter Choral Concert: Women's Chorale and Chorus; 
Janet Galvan, conductor; Choir and Madrigal Singers; -
Lawrence Doebler, conductor 
Brass Choir; Keith Kaiser, conductor 
Woodwind Chamber Ensembles 
Vocal Jazz Ensemble; Lauri Keegan, musical director 
Chamber Orchestra; Jeffery Meyer, conductor 
October 3 
February 2 
Ithaca College Concerts 2008-9 
(admission charge) 
Guarneri String Quartet 
Syracuse Symphony Orchestra 
with violinist Elmar Oliveira 
Vanguard Jazz Orchestra March 27 
To receive occasional emails from the School of Music about upcoming concerts, 
send an email with your name and address to concerts@ithaca.edu. 
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